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how Charles IL, purchased by French money,
had so irritated and alarmed Protestant
England that an imaginary Popish Plot drove
the nation mad. This was to be followed
up by the double intrigues of Versailles, which
Barillon conducted in London. They were
designed to weaken English power, and only
in the second place to forward the progress
of Catholicism. James IL was In the ejres
of Frenchmen a tributary viceroy of the
" Grand Monarque," and England a subject
province.

Now In St, Peter's chair from 1676 to 1689
sat Innocent XL, a saintly, reforming Pontiff.
He dreaded the overweening pretensions of
which Louis had given proofs no less in sacred
than In secular departments. Like his pre-
decessors he clung to the balance of power,
alone adapted, since the Popes could no longer
depose Kings, to secure the possessions of
the Roman Church and his own independence,
Louis XIV. had extended, with a haughty
indifference to the Curia, his so-called " regal
rights" over the property of vacant bishop-
rics. Innocent remonstrated to no purpose,
as Clement X. had done before him. A
succession of able writers, high prelates
among them, Richer, De Marca, Launoy,